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Dear Indiana Health Care Leaders: 

Patient Safety Awareness Week, March 10 – 16, is an opportunity for hospitals and health systems to 
reflect on their patient safety journey and provide education to employees, the public, and other health 
care providers. As we approach this important week, the IHA quality and safety team is sharing resources 
to support your hospital during the week and throughout the year.  

Whether you are launching a general campaign or wish to focus on the issues that affect your hospital 
most, these resources can complement your plans to raise awareness of important topics. All items used 
in this toolkit are intended to be a guide, allowing you to customize these materials as you see fit. 

Patient Safety Awareness Week is an opportunity to recognize the important work and dedication of 
your hospitals’ workforce. Here are a few ideas about how to engage employees:  

1. Make it fun! Come up with a theme for the week or each day, watch videos, take quizzes, and 
play games to identify areas of safety concern or that allow everyone in the organization to 
get involved. 

2. Host events in the cafeteria or break room with snacks or consider something special to 
celebrate safety at your organization. 

3. Send out emails with safety tips and share IHA’s social media Facebook, LinkedIN, and Twitter 
posts. 

4. Host interactive patient safety events, like a hand-washing demonstration. 
5. Celebrate patient safety successes with other provider groups, such as nursing homes, 

emergency medical services, and medical offices, etc. 

Please send any images or information on how your hospital celebrates patient safety awareness to 
Casey Hutchens. We welcome the opportunity to showcase your hospital and team. 

Sincerely, 

 

Karin Kennedy 
Vice President, Quality & Patient Safety 

 

mailto:chutchens@ihaconect.org
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2024 Patient Safety Health Observances Calendar 
Underline denotes link to more information 

January 
Slavery & Human Trafficking Prevention Month 

 

February 
Prenatal Infection Prevention Month 

 

March 
10 – 16 – Patient Safety Awareness Week 

20 – Oral Health Day  

 

April 
Minority Health Month 

Sexual Assault Awareness & Prevention Month 

1 – 7 – Public Health Week  

 

May 
Mental Health Awareness Month 

12 – 18 – Hospital Week 

14 – 20 – Maternal Sepsis Week  

June 
7 - Hospitals Against Violence Day 

August 
Breastfeeding Month 

Immunization Awareness Month  

 

September 
Suicide Prevention Awareness Month 

Sepsis Awareness Month  

18 – 24 – Falls Prevention Awareness Week 

 
 

October 
Healthy Lung Month 

Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) 
Awareness Month  

 
 

November 
COPD Awareness Month 

18 – 24 – World Antibiotic Awareness Week  

 

 

December 
1 – 7 – Handwashing Awareness Week 

2 – 6 – Influenza Vaccination Week 

 

https://www.nctsn.org/resources/public-awareness/national-slavery-and-human-trafficking-prevention-month
https://www.groupbstrepinternational.org/february-is-international-prenatal-infection-awareness-month.html
http://www.ihi.org/Engage/Initiatives/Patient-Safety-Awareness-Week/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.worldoralhealthday.org/
https://www.minorityhealth.hhs.gov/nmhm/
https://www.minorityhealth.hhs.gov/nmhm/
https://www.nsvrc.org/saam
http://www.nphw.org/
https://www.nami.org/Get-Involved/Awareness-Events/Mental-Health-Month
https://www.aha.org/ahia/get-involved/national-hospital-week
https://www.sepsis.org/maternal-sepsis-week/
https://www.aha.org/hospitals-against-violence#:%7E:text=On%20June%207%2C%202024%2C%20the%20eighth%20annual%20Hospitals,of%20police%20brutality%20toward%20Black%20and%20Brown%20people.
https://www.usbreastfeeding.org/national-breastfeeding-month.html
https://www.usbreastfeeding.org/national-breastfeeding-month.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/events/niam/index.html
https://www.nami.org/Get-Involved/Awareness-Events/Suicide-Prevention-Awareness-Month
https://www.ihaconnect.org/patientsafety/campaigns/Pages/Survive-Sepsis.aspx
https://www.ncoa.org/healthy-aging/falls-prevention/falls-prevention-awareness-week/
https://lunginstitute.com/healthy-lung-month/
https://lunginstitute.com/healthy-lung-month/
https://safetosleep.nichd.nih.gov/resources/sids-awareness-toolkit
https://safetosleep.nichd.nih.gov/resources/sids-awareness-toolkit
https://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health-topics/education-and-awareness/copd-learn-more-breathe-better/copd-awareness-month
https://www.cdc.gov/antibiotic-use/week/get-involved.html#:%7E:text=USAAW%20is%20an%20annual%20observance%20that%20highlights%20the,infections,%20like%20those%20that%20can%20lead%20to%20sepsis.
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c1d225f4a6286e86JmltdHM9MTcwNzc4MjQwMCZpZ3VpZD0yNDM0MDcyYy1kYmI0LTY4MjMtMjZiYy0xNTQ5ZGZiNDZlOTMmaW5zaWQ9NTIyMg&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=2434072c-dbb4-6823-26bc-1549dfb46e93&psq=Handwashing+awareness+week+2024&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2RjLmdvdi9oYW5kd2FzaGluZy9jYW1wYWlnbi5odG1s&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c1d225f4a6286e86JmltdHM9MTcwNzc4MjQwMCZpZ3VpZD0yNDM0MDcyYy1kYmI0LTY4MjMtMjZiYy0xNTQ5ZGZiNDZlOTMmaW5zaWQ9NTIyMg&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=2434072c-dbb4-6823-26bc-1549dfb46e93&psq=Handwashing+awareness+week+2024&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2RjLmdvdi9oYW5kd2FzaGluZy9jYW1wYWlnbi5odG1s&ntb=1
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/resource-center/nivw/index.htm
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The Patient Safety Awareness Toolkit is divided into our pillars of work. Each contains resources for topic areas 
important to Indiana hospitals. To access each toolkit and the resources within, click the unique topic link. Also 
follow IHA on social media and share during Patient Safety Awareness Week and throughout the year.  

Lead a Culture of Safety 
Assessing and understanding your organizational culture is an essential first step. The link above leads to 
IHA's process whereby your organization can complete the AHRQ Culture of Patient Safety Survey and 
receive analysis and coaching. 

Health Care Partnerships 
Strong partnerships between patients, families, 
caregivers, and state and local stakeholders are 
vital to the care delivery system.  

Harm Prevention 
Harm prevention is at the heart of everything we 
do, it is our WHY. Success requires visible 
leadership engagement, transparency, the use of 
data and active engagement from all team 
members.   

Diversity, Equity  
& Inclusion 

Becoming a more culturally aware health care 
organization can improve social responsibility, 
as well as patient outcomes. 

• Care Transitions  

• Speak UP 

• Antibiotic Safety 

• Hand Hygiene  

• Maternal Health   

• Medication Safety 

• Mobility & Pressure Injury Prevention  

• Safe Infant Sleep 

• Sepsis 

• Suicide Awareness & Prevention 

• Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion 

• Health Equity  

• Human Trafficking  

• Workplace Safety & Health - SAFE AND SOUND: Creating a Culture of Workplace Safety  

https://www.ihaconnect.org/patientsafety/topics/Pages/Culture-of-Safety.aspx
https://www.ihaconnect.org/patientsafety/topics/Pages/Culture-of-Safety.aspx
https://www.ihaconnect.org/Resources/Public/Patient%20Safety/2024%20Safety%20Toolkit/Care%20Transitions-Toolkit_2024.pdf?d=wa1556dfbf62e40a0a5a9d5715c09d5ef
https://www.ihaconnect.org/Resources/Public/Patient%20Safety/2024%20Safety%20Toolkit/Care%20Transitions-Toolkit_2024.pdf?d=wa1556dfbf62e40a0a5a9d5715c09d5ef
https://www.ihaconnect.org/Resources/Public/Patient%20Safety/2024%20Safety%20Toolkit/Speak%20Up-Toolkit_2024.pdf?d=w19c3fda7fe464dbda2e7facd29953de7
https://www.ihaconnect.org/Resources/Public/Patient%20Safety/2024%20Safety%20Toolkit/Antibiotic%20Safety-Toolkit_2024%20.pdf?d=w86a64e65757e420c9d111b03be847009
https://www.ihaconnect.org/Resources/Public/Patient%20Safety/2024%20Safety%20Toolkit/Antibiotic%20Safety-Toolkit_2024%20.pdf?d=w86a64e65757e420c9d111b03be847009
https://www.ihaconnect.org/Resources/Public/Patient%20Safety/2024%20Safety%20Toolkit/Hand%20Hygiene-Toolkit_2024%20.pdf?d=w645a296742994a4aa8a036329ea46e25
https://www.ihaconnect.org/Resources/Public/Patient%20Safety/2024%20Safety%20Toolkit/Hand%20Hygiene-Toolkit_2024%20.pdf?d=w645a296742994a4aa8a036329ea46e25
https://www.ihaconnect.org/Resources/Public/Patient%20Safety/2024%20Safety%20Toolkit/Maternal%20Health-Toolkit_2024.pdf?d=w91e6c368112a450aa00632c56b205c15
https://www.ihaconnect.org/Resources/Public/Patient%20Safety/2022%20Patient%20Safety%20Awareness%20Toolkit/Medication%20Misuse-Toolkit_2022.pdf
https://www.ihaconnect.org/Resources/Public/Patient%20Safety/2022%20Patient%20Safety%20Awareness%20Toolkit/Medication%20Misuse-Toolkit_2022.pdf
https://www.ihaconnect.org/Resources/Public/Patient%20Safety/2024%20Safety%20Toolkit/Medication%20Safety%20Toolkit_2024.pdf?d=wd0f3fa5d55184453b719819e717402cd
https://www.ihaconnect.org/Resources/Public/Patient%20Safety/2024%20Safety%20Toolkit/Mobility%20and%20Pressure%20Injury%20Prevention%20Toolkit_2024.pdf?d=w35a2f8977a6140dcb0e7195d5cbdd9be
https://www.ihaconnect.org/Resources/Public/Patient%20Safety/2024%20Safety%20Toolkit/Mobility%20and%20Pressure%20Injury%20Prevention%20Toolkit_2024.pdf?d=w35a2f8977a6140dcb0e7195d5cbdd9be
https://www.ihaconnect.org/Resources/Public/Patient%20Safety/2023%20Patient%20Safety%20Awareness%20Toolkit/Harm%20Prevention/Safe%20Infant%20Sleep/Safe%20Infant%20Sleep-Toolkit_2023.pdf
https://www.ihaconnect.org/patientsafety/campaigns/Pages/Survive-Sepsis.aspx
https://www.ihaconnect.org/Resources/Public/Patient%20Safety/2023%20Patient%20Safety%20Awareness%20Toolkit/Harm%20Prevention/Suicide/Suicide-Toolkit_2023_SepUpdate.pdf?d=weecb78f241124923beff87b08af7e884
https://www.ihaconnect.org/Resources/Public/Patient%20Safety/2024%20Safety%20Toolkit/Diversity%20Equity%20and%20Inclusion%20Toolkit_2024.pdf?d=wa7328450194c488bada7e3f4b829e391
https://www.ihaconnect.org/Resources/Public/Patient%20Safety/2024%20Safety%20Toolkit/Diversity%20Equity%20and%20Inclusion%20Toolkit_2024.pdf?d=wa7328450194c488bada7e3f4b829e391
https://www.ihaconnect.org/Resources/Public/Patient%20Safety/2024%20Safety%20Toolkit/Health%20Equity%20Toolkit_2024.pdf?d=w0383228120c0403c9988f45ddd8849c6
https://www.ihaconnect.org/Resources/Public/Patient%20Safety/2024%20Safety%20Toolkit/Health%20Equity%20Toolkit_2024.pdf?d=w0383228120c0403c9988f45ddd8849c6
https://www.ihaconnect.org/Resources/Public/Patient%20Safety/2024%20Safety%20Toolkit/Human%20Trafficking%20Toolkit_2024.pdf?d=wa02e6afb542e4b249a0a75aba290d1d5
https://www.ihaconnect.org/patientsafety/campaigns/Pages/Workplace-Safety-&-Health.aspx
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